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Claims 

1 A method for concealing the true identity of a user in a communi- 
cations system comprising a first user equipment having a first characteristic 
dentmer a second user equipment having a second c^-actenst. iden.^ . 
5 service network serving the first and the second user equipment, the method 

"""""^"""^requesting a virtual identifier by means of the first user equipment; 
establishing the virtual identifier for the first user equipment; 
linking the virtual identifier of the first user equipment to the first 
10 characteristic identifier of the first user equipment; and 

using the virtual identifier of the first user equipment for communica- 
tion between the first and the second user equipment. 

2. A method of claim 1. the method further comprising requesting 
the virtual identifier from the service network. 
15 3. A method of claim 1. the method further comprising requesting 

multiple virtual identifiers from the service network. 

4. A method of claim 1. the method further comprising establishing 
the virtual identifier in the service network. 

5 A method of claim 1 . wherein the service network compnses a set 
20 of virtual identifiers, one or more of which are linked to the first characteristic 

identifier of the first user equipment. 

6 A method of claim 1. the method further comprising selecting, in 
the service network, the virtual identifier to be used for communication be- 
tween the first and the second user equipment. 

25 7. A method of claim 1 , the method further comprising establishing 

the virtual identifier in the first user equipment. 

8 A method of claim 1. the method further comprising transmitting 
to the service network a request for establishing a communications connection 
between the first and the second user equipment, the request compnsmg the 

30 virtual identifier of the first user equipment. 

9 A method of claim 8. the method further comprising using a short 
message service for transmitting the request for establishing the communica- 
tions connection between the first and the second user equipment. 

10 A method of claim 8, the method further comprising using an 
35 electronic mail server service for transmitting the request for establishing the 

communications connection between the first and the second user equipment. 
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1 1 A method of claim 8, the method further comprising transmitting 
the request for establishing the communications connection between the first 
and the second user equipment from the second user equipment. 

12 A method of claim 11, the method further comprising receiving, 
in the first user equipment, information about the use of the virtual Identifier of 
the first user equipment. ^^^^t^r 

13 A method of claim 1, the method further compnsing predeter- 
mining a given validity period during which the virtual identifier is valid. 

14 A method of claim 1. the method further comprising predeter- 
mining one or more user equipment that have the right to use the virtual identi- 

15 An arrangement for concealing the true identity of a user in a 
communicafions system comprising: a first user equipment having a first char- 
acteristic identifier, a second user equipment having a second charactenst.c 
identifier, a service network connecfing the first and the second user equip- 
ment, wherein the arrangement is configured to: 

request a virtual identifier by means of the first user equipment; 
establish the virtual identifier for the first user equipment; 
link the virtual identifier of the first user equipment to the first char- 
20 acterisfic identifier of the first user equipment; and 

use the virtual identifier of the first user equipment for communica- 
tion between the first and the second user equipment. 

16. An arrangement of claim 15. wherein the arrangement is con- 
figured to request the virtual identifier from the service network. 
25 17. An arrangement of claim 15, wherein the arrangement is con- 

figured to establish the virtual identifier in the service network. 

18. An arrangement of claim 15, wherein the arrangement is con- 
figured to establish multiple virtual identifiers in the service network. 

19 An arrangement of claim 15. wherein the service network com- 
30 prises a set of virtual identifiers and the arrangement is configured to link one 

or more of the virtual identifiers to the first characteristic identifier of the first 
user equipment. 

20 An arrangement of claim 15, wherein the arrangement is con- 
figured to transmit to the service network a request for establishing a commu- 

35 nications connection between the first and the second user equipment, the re- 
quest comprising the virtual identifier of the first user equipment. 



